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iACCIDENT - Hessom took off from NAS North Island

D accompanied by wingman Ens. lawrence. The 2 a/c
.|| rendezvoused at 2030 with 7 LST's located at 51-40N
| 117=54W which bears <09T, 65 miles from North Island,“
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& proceseded to carry out the scheduled & pre-arralged
gsimulated attacks on the surface craft. The highest
'pOWOx settings used by Hessom afteéer takoff were
,65" MP and <400 rpm,

; Nothing unusual occurred until Hessom noted that f
| on subseguent observutions of his fuel quantity gage &he
Yamt ndicated fluctuated from 1600 1bs to well past | | ~
-tgg_fgllﬂpn sition. He nasumnd_hls_lndlcatox;mas.in-
|operative, reported this faet to his wingman & asked
11 for a fuel . check. His .Jl_mzman had 1500 1bs_ nﬁ,fug].

,remalning. Hessom made one more attack & then noted

that his gage indicatea 550 lbse At this time he
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decided to terminate the exercise & return to bases ﬁé
B¢ had no indication of fuel fumes in Ghe cockpit at &

amace | afB|clole| DAMAGE DESCRIPTION & REMARKS

timees On the return flight to North Island he endeavo}'

to conserve fuel. The fuel quantity inaicator showed *f
rapid consumption of fuel 81 up to the time of engine %i
3

failure, Engine failure ooccurred approx 4 miles W of

Loma, He notified his wingman & emergency radio
transmissions were made on Navy tower chunnel <y
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frequency 14z.74 me. Hessom continued to head for

land until he reached 1660'. At this point he turned
to Nily heading to take advantage of moonlite. The

ditohlng was made with wheels up, t'laps down & canopy
gpe o He unbuckled his parachute but left straps over
hAaL‘houlders ® tightened his shoulder st: ap rior
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to impacte < impacts were felt & a/c swerved to right, B
Neither impact was very severe & no injuries resulted,
“hen Hessom mdde his exit from a/c¢ the chute slipped
off his shoulders. After he had left the cockpit he
endeavored to pull chute out of the a/¢ but his eftorts EY
were unsuccesstul. Hessom used his ¢ MK13 flares &
tracer bullets from his.38 cal, revolver & standard o B
cell flashlite to signal rescue craft. Hessam was piokod'
up by Coast Guard crash boat at <213,

CONCLUSIONS & REC = It is concluded that engine fuiled
because of fuel exhaustion.)The exhaustion of fuel,

on flirht ot 1/3rd the a/a'vs expected endurance, is
believeu due to anunkriown material failure. The
possibility exists tiat damage recd in previousk-dent
could have brought about the failure of engine in flight
but no evidence could be obtained to substantiate thise
No recommendations for the prevention of similer

x-dent can be made due to lack of evidence on nature

of the tailure,

It is recommended that all pilots be briefed on the B

importance of retaining all their survival gear ree-

gardless of the proximity of rescue fecilities. &m phasis @

ettty

should be placed on making exit from a/c with pararait,
which is approx 30% of the weight of the chute & raft
conbined, & then if time permits retrieve the chutee
CO - In view of: (1) statement by pilot, plane capt &
gassipg detail, 2) the gas lop entry of 253 gals of gas
having been put in a/e¢ on <nd fueling & &) the reiatively.
short duration of the flight, the opinion of the x-dent
bd, altho not very helpful from future accident pre=
vention standpoint, is concurred in. It is felt that Hess@h
noticed that he was having fuel trouble as quickly 8
as he could reasonably be expected to = perhaps even
more quickly than would normally be case., However, this
x=dent def'initely emphasizes the vital necessity éf
constantly checking all instruments which provide info
affecting s afety of flt & importance of indoctrinat ng @
pilots so that t is procedure becores an integral part B
of their flying technique.

The Squad Survival Officer has been directe d to
coneentrate on ditching drills, emphasizing the abandon-
mef}t of the cockpit both with chute & pararaf't, & with par
ratft only. E)





